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REGULAR/COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE MEETING 

February 28, 2017 

 

PERE MARQUETTE CHARTER TOWNSHIP BOARD 

held at 1699 S. Pere Marquette Highway, Ludington MI  49431 

 

Board members present:  Supervisor Paul Keson; Clerk Rachelle Enbody; Treasurer Jacalyn Sroka; 

Trustees: Paul Piper, Andy Kmetz, and Henry Rasmussen. 

Board member absent: Trustee James Nordlund. 

Also present:  Parks Manager Kelly Smith, County Commissioner Steve Hull, County Parks and 

Recreation Commission member David Maclean, Brooke Kansier (Ludington 

Daily News), Alan Haslam (AFFEW), Ron Soberalski, Deborah DelZoppo, Fran 

Kalchik, Dave Dister, Tom Murphy, Jim Leonard, Steve Jones, Wayne Anderson, 

Charles Hayes, Doug Dunklow, Bob Davis, and Michael Battle. 

 

Meeting was called to order at 6:30 p.m. by the Supervisor.  Invocation was given by Smith; Pledge of Allegiance was 

recited by all.  The minutes of the February 14, 2017 regular meeting and the current agenda were approved by consent. 

 

PUBLIC COMMENTS:  Alan Haslam (AFFEW) stated that his organization submitted a letter of support and that 

AFFEW would like to see the property preserved as much as possible in its natural state. 

 

Wayne Anderson commended the board, along with Dow and Oxy-Chem, on their efforts to obtain the Dow property.  

As a retired Dow employee, he had always dreamed the property would never be developed and the possibility of 

obtaining the property for recreational purposes is unique, not only to West Michigan, but the entire Great Lakes. 

 

PUBLIC HEARINGS:  A. Application for Michigan Natural Resources Trust Fund Grant – The public hearing was 

called to order by the Supervisor at 6:36 p.m.  The purpose of the hearing is to receive comments in regards to Pere 

Marquette Charter Township’s application for a Michigan Natural Resource Trust Fund Grant. The Township is seeking 

funding to support the acquisition of approximately 316 acres of property currently owned by the Dow Chemical Company 

for public open space and recreation purposes. The Notice of Public Hearing was published in the Ludington Daily News 

on February 18, 2017. 

 

Wayne Anderson asked if the Land Conservancy of West Michigan was involved.  Keson stated that the Conservancy 

has been working with the township throughout the acquisition process. 

 

No further comments were received and the public hearing was closed at 6:37 p.m. 

 

NEW BUSINESS:  A. Resolution in Support of Grant Application – Dow Property Acquisition – The Supervisor 

stated the next order of business was the consideration of a Resolution in Support of Grant Application – Dow Property 

Acquisition.  Keson noted that the original discussions of 50% matching funds were based on the appraisal of $1,653,000.  

Other costs to be considered include a future appraisal, closings costs, and other incidental costs associated with the 

transfer of property, therefore, the township would have a financial commitment of a portion of those costs which would 

amount to approximately $12,900 in matching funds. 

 

The following Resolution was offered by Kmetz and supported by Piper: 

 

RESOLUTION IN SUPPORT OF GRANT APPLICATION – DOW PROPERTY ACQUISITION 

 

WHEREAS, the Pere Marquette Charter Township Board of Trustees supports the submission of an application titled, 

“Pere Marquette Township Dow Property Acquisition” to the Michigan Natural Resources Trust Fund for the 

acquisition of approximately 316 acres of land currently owned by the Dow Chemical Co at Iris Road and S. Lakeshore 

Dr. - to be known as Pere Marquette Conservation Park; as shown on the attached map, and, 

 

WHEREAS, the proposed application is supported by the Community’s 5-Year Approved Parks, Recreation and Open 

Space Plan (2015 - 2019); and, 

 

WHEREAS, the Dow Chemical Co. has made a financial commitment to the project in the amount of 50 % of the 

appraised value of the property (estimated appraised value $1,653,000) in land value, as matching funds; and,  

 

 

 



 

62 

 

WHEREAS, if the grant is awarded the applicant commits its local match and donated amounts from the following 

sources: 

The Dow Chemical Co.  $ 826,500 (donated land value) 

Total Donations   $ 826,500; and 

 

WHEREAS, Pere Marquette Charter Township has made a financial commitment to the project in the amount of 

$12,900 matching funds. 

 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that Pere Marquette Charter Township hereby authorizes submission of a 

Michigan Natural Resources Trust Fund Application for $839,400, and further resolves to make available a local match 

through financial commitment and donation(s) of $839,400 (50%) of a total $1,678,800 project cost, during the 2018-

2019 fiscal year. 

 

Roll call vote:   Yes:  Kmetz, Rasmussen, Sroka, Keson, Enbody, and Piper. 

  No:  None. 

  Absent:  Nordlund. 

 

Resolution declared adopted. 

 

B. Resolution in Support of Development Project Agreement – Buttersville Playground Renovation –  

 

The following Resolution was offered by Rasmussen, and supported by Sroka: 

 

MICHIGAN RECREATION PASSPORT GRANT PROGRAM 

RESOLUTION IN SUPPORT OF DEVELOPMENT PROJECT AGREEMENT 

 

“RESOLVED, that the Charter Township of Pere Marquette, Mason County, Michigan, does hereby accept the terms of 

the Agreement as received from the Michigan Department of Natural Resources, and that the Charter Township of Pere 

Marquette does hereby specifically agree, but not by way of limitation, as follows: 

 

1. To appropriate all funds necessary to complete the project during the project period and to 

provide up to Twenty-Five Thousand ($25,000.00) dollars to match the grant 

authorized by the DEPARTMENT.  

 

2. To maintain satisfactory financial accounts, documents, and records to make them available to 

the DEPARTMENT for auditing at reasonable times.  

 

3. To construct the project and provide such funds, services, and materials as may be necessary 

to satisfy the terms of said Agreement.  

 

4. To regulate the use of the facility constructed and reserved under this Agreement to assure the 

use thereof by the public on equal and reasonable terms. 

 

5. To comply with any and all terms of said Agreement including all terms not specifically set forth 

in the foregoing portions of this Resolution.” 

 

Roll call vote:   Yes:  Piper, Enbody, Keson, Sroka, Rasmussen, and Kmetz. 

  No:  None. 

  Absent:  Nordlund. 

 

Resolution declared adopted. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS: A workshop put on by the MSU Extension Office entitled The New Economy will be held 

Wednesday, March 8, 2017, at 4:00 p.m. in the Airport Conference Room. 

 

EXTENDED PUBLIC COMMENTS:  Ron Soberalski asked about conceptual ideas and plans for the property.  Keson 

stated that we are only at the beginning stages of obtaining the property and that future planning for the development of 

the property will require the township board to receive further public comment once the property has been obtained. 
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Charles Hayes asked how much of the map showed the acquisition property.  Parks Manager Smith pointed out the area 

on the map displayed on the smartboard screen.  Hayes then asked where the old railroad grade is that runs through the 

property and if it is shown on the map.  Smith pointed out the area where the old railroad tracks were. 

 

Ron Soberalski asked about access to the bridge.  Keson stated that it is planned to work out easements with Oxy-Chem 

to get through the property and have access to the bridge and walkway that currently exist. 

 

Mike Battle asked if the South Pond area was a part of the acquisition.  Keson stated that the pond area is intended for a 

future acquisition by the township after all remediation has been completed.  Battle then asked if the acquisition is 

contingent upon receiving the grant.  Keson stated that the grant is critical to obtaining the property. 

 

Dave Dister stated he has submitted a letter of support for the acquisition of the property.  He also commented on the 

types of trails potentially considered for the property and expressed concern over mountain bike trails and would 

recommend they only be allowed on fairly level to moderate slopes only.  Dister offered to provide pro bono assistance 

with any flora or fauna surveys that may be deemed necessary and that the board could contact him with any questions. 

 

Keson stated that the acquisition property is a large property that he felt would offer opportunities for almost everyone. 

Of course, all ideas will need to be researched before consideration when the time comes to begin developing the property.  

Keson believes a committee will be formed to research and take any public input on any ideas for the development of the 

property.  Keson stated the first priority will be getting the fisherman off of the highway and providing them a safe place 

to fish and have access to the river. 

 

Keson then reviewed the timeline stating that the acquisition would not take place until 2019. 

 

Fran Kalchik asked if others would be applying at the same time for the grant funding.  Keson stated yes, the township 

would be applying with others for the grant, that the application deadline is April 1st, and that all of last year’s requests 

for acquisitions were approved.  The money for the funding comes from wells and mineral rights from State owned land.  

Keson believes that we have the potential to score well on the application. 

 

Mike Battle asked if environmental studies would be required.  Keson stated a third party will be retained to perform the 

required environmental studies.  Battle asked if there was any concern of any buried storage tanks or disposal wells on 

the property.  Keson stated that all of the Dow reports show that the tanks were removed and Dow is currently removing 

the well house buildings on the property and plugging well sites.  

  

There was no further public comment and the meeting was adjourned by the Supervisor at 7:06 p.m. 

 

 

 

 

Rachelle D. Enbody, CMC, Township Clerk                                                Paul Keson, Township Supervisor 

 


